
REAL TALK for JUNIORS 

I am a junior. What should I do to increase my scholarship potential for next year? 

 Get good grades: You can apply to most colleges as early as the summer before your senior year. 

Colleges will be looking at your six semester transcript so NOW is the time to make sure you finish 

junior year strong. It’s your last chance! Your GPA will play a huge role in getting accepted to colleges 

and in which scholarships you may be eligible for. 

 Take the ACT seriously: Just like your GPA, the ACT will be a major factor in getting accepted to 

colleges and receiving an automatic “merit” scholarship. 

o If you haven’t taken it, register now for one of the six options yearly. 

o Attend an ACT workshop at WSU if possible. 

o NOTE: Everybody has a different ACT journey. Visit with your counselor or the CCC to determine 

what makes the most sense for you. 

 Continue your extracurricular activities: Scholarship applications will ask you to list your 

extracurricular activities.  

o You should have an activity chart prepared. 

o Consider leadership roles within the clubs and organizations you are a part of. Scholarship 

committees love to see that you have leadership experience because they want to invest in 

future leaders. Leadership can mean many things and here are just a couple of examples: You 

planned an event, you serve as an officer in a club, you are captain of a sports team, or you 

provide mentoring to younger students.  

 Become familiar with specific scholarships and their deadlines: Don’t let deadlines pass you by.  

o Scholarship opportunities for the Class of 2019 will begin to be posted in the summer generally.  

o Go through the CCC Scholarship list  

o Determine which ones you are eligible for and mark the deadlines on your calendar. Look into 

the types of things scholarship applications ask of you.  

 Activity Chart or Resume 

 Letters of Recommendation (start identifying who your writers will be) 

 Financial Information about your family  

 Often times, they will as ask you to write about your goals, a leadership experience you 

have had and/or what has motivated you to pursue a college degree. Why not spend 

some time this summer typing up about 500 words for each of these potential prompts? 

You’ll thank yourself later. 

o Sign up for a scholarship search site such as: 

 www.collegegreenlight.com  

 www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search  

 www.scholly.com  

 www.scholarships.com  

 https://univision.hsfts.net/#/ (scholarships specifically for students not born in the 

United States) 

 Visit the CCC webpage (  ) to view a list of scholarships I recommend. Many of them are 

local scholarships. Take a look at the list and start prioritizing and becoming familiar 

with what the scholarship applications require. 
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